
Biology Course Syllabus                                                     
Ms. Vinson   Room  311 
Fall Semester 2020 
 
*DISCLAIMER: Due to the current climate of school in the pandemic, this syllabus CAN and WILL change. * 
        
Biology Course Overview 
 
 Welcome to Biology!  This is an in-depth study of life and all things living.  The NC Essential 
Standards for Biology specifies that the following goals be met: 

 
❖ The learner will develop an understanding: 

o of the physical, chemical, and cellular basis of life. 
o of the continuity of life and the changes of organisms over time. 
o of the unity and diversity of life. 
o of ecological relationships among organisms. 
o of the behavior of organisms, resulting from a combination of heredity and environment. 

 
In order to achieve these goals, classroom standards must be set and maintained throughout the semester.   
 
Class Expectations: 
 
Expectations for this course are that students: 

1. Be Prompt—Be on time for class. 
2. Be Prepared—Come with all needed materials for the day. We are limiting the amount of materials 

we can lend to students due to COVID-19.  
3. Be Productive—When you enter the classroom be ready to work. We are going to have a limited 

amount of time in the classroom this year. We must use it wisely and effectively. 
4. Be Polite—This semester we are going to have to work together. This requires us to be polite and 

respectful to one another. The only way we are going to get through this semester is if we support 
each other. 

5. Be Passionate—Get excited about the chance to come to school. You have been at home for 
months now. You are finely out and with your friends. Biology is fun so come in ready and with an 
excitement about the material every day.    

 Attendance: 
 
You will have two days of in-class instruction. Please show up for those days in class. It will be easier for me 
to help you out and give you necessary information during those in class days. While you are at home you 
must check in with me so that I know you are doing work. In order to take attendance and ensure you are 
engaged with the class while at home, I will post a daily discussion post for you to complete on Canvas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading: 
 

Your nine-weeks’ grade will be compiled by the following standard: 
1st 9 weeks 
Unit Test……………………………………..60% 
Quizzes………………………………………25% 
Labs/Projects………………………………...10% 
Participation……………………………………5% 
 
2nd 9 weeks 
Unit Test……………………………………..60% 
Quizzes………………………………………25% 
Labs/Projects………………………………...10% 
Participation……………………………………5% 
****Your final exam/EOC will count for 20% of your final grade.  Each 9-weeks grade will count for 
40% of your final semester grade. 

 
Classroom/Online rules and consequences 
 

Students are expected to be considerate of others’ ideas, comments, criticisms, and opinions. 
Students are to arrive to class ready to participate, listen, and learn. Students who disrupt the learning 
environment of the class will receive the following: 

1st offense verbal or written warning 
2nd offense written warning/parental call  (may receive ASD if initial warning is 
unsuccessful) 
3rd offense ASD  (may be removed from class to office/parental conference) 
4th offense removed from class to office 

Students are required to wear a mask EVERYWHERE in the school. This includes the classroom. Students 
not wearing their mask will not be tolerated unless told by a medical professional they do not need to. If 
this is the case, you must provide a doctor’s note. Throughout the class period I will provide mask breaks. 
They suck I know. But we are all struggling through it. Wear a mask and practice social distancing all day 
every day.  

1. Because classroom time is so valuable, students should use the restroom and get water before or 
after class.  Students will be allowed to use the restroom for emergencies only and will not be 
dismissed during instruction time. 

2. SUPPLIES for Biology include a composition notebook, pencils and/or pens, a glue stick, scissors, 
folder/binder, expo marker, colored pencils, and notecards. 

3. The NLHS Handbook and my class rules should be followed at all times.  Disruptions take away from 
class time and your (and your classmates’) learning.  Should infractions occur disciplinary actions will 
be taken.  Possibilities include conferencing after class, parent phone call, after school detention 
and office referrals. 

4. Labs and technology use are vital to any science class.  Safety is an important aspect of lab; no 
horseplay or carelessness will be tolerated.  If lab time is abused, it will be lost and could result in 
office referrals.   

5. If a student fails a unit test, he/she will be allowed to RETAKE the test for up to a 79. NO QUIZ 
RETAKES will be permitted. 

6. Each student is expected to do his/her own work at all times. If you are caught cheating, all parties 
involved will receive a zero for the assignment.   



7. NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
8. Electronic Devices are required to be placed in the students’ backpack or pocket at the beginning of 

each class unless stated otherwise. 
 
Remote Learning:  
 

We will be relying on Canvas this semester. This will be used in class as well as remote. Please check 
Canvas daily for changes and assignments you need to complete.  

I will send a message on Remind daily to let you know the assignments for you to be working on 
while you are at home. You may sign up for these messages by Texting  @3d7bdb to this number: 
81010 to join the Biology Remind Text. If you are unfamiliar with remind it is a texting service so that I 
may send you as well as your student reminders and up to date information about my course without 
exchanging contact information in a safe and professional format. This is a great way for me to 
communicate what is occurring in my class with everyone at one time. Warning: Standard text 
messaging rates do apply. Every week there will be online assignments and in class assignments. At the 
beginning of each unit we will talk about what those assignments will be. I understand that during 
remote learning students will have other responsibilities such as watching younger siblings, jobs, etc. 
Do the online work when you can. As long as you get everything turned in and completed by the due 
date we won’t have a problem.  
 In Canvas, I have assignments split up by the unit and the week they are to be completed. Please 
keep up with this information and pay attention to dates so that you are getting work done on time. 

 
Contact Me 
 
I can be reached here at North Lincoln by phone at 704.736.1969 between 8:15 AM- 9:25 AM and 3:00-3:30 
PM. Email me at grace.vinson@lincoln.k12.nc.us Contact me ASAP with any questions/concerns.  I will 
reply within 24 hours. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
We have read and understand the expectations set aside in Ms. Vinson’s syllabus. Open, two-way 
communication will be our goal. 
 
___________________________________             _____________________________________                   
Student name and date                            Parent/Guardian name and date 

mailto:grace.vinson@lincoln.k12.nc.us

